
planning toronto’s downtown 



presentation outline 
1. downtown’s growth 

2. preconditions for growth 

3. planning for the future 



1977 

downtown’s growth 



    

downtown in 2002 
389,000 jobs (estimate) 

157,000 residents (estimate) 

downtown’s growth 



downtown in 2016 
500,000 jobs (estimate) 

250,000 residents (estimate) 

+ approved buildings 

    downtown’s growth 
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downtown’s growth 



*export based 

downtown’s growth 
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the pace of growth has accelerated  

downtown’s growth 



830,000 + 
people downtown every day 

• residents 

• commuting workers 
• commuting students 
• day trips 
• overnight visitors 

245,000 + 
night time population 

• residents 

• overnight visitors 

downtown’s growth 
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growth 
preconditions 



urban intensification is an 
intentional outcome of 

planning policy 

Central Area Plan 

Regeneration Areas 

Growth Plan 

Official Plan 

    #1 long range plans 



    #1 long range plans 



    

#1 long range plans 



    #2 economic strength 



    #3 connectivity 



    #4 strong institutions 



    #5 great neighbourhoods 



    #5 great neighbourhoods 



    #6 permissive planning 



planning for 
the future 



balanced growth and infrastructure 
 

 
 

Challenge #1 



demographically inclusive communities  

 
 

Challenge #2 



mobility into and within Downtown 

Challenge #3 



resilient water and energy systems  

Challenge #4 



healthy office, institutional & retail sectors 

Challenge #5 



abundant quality parks & public spaces 

Challenge #6 



3 year process involving thousands of 
residents, stakeholders, and other Divisions 

Developing the Plan 



Public Realm 



Community Facilities 



TOcore is 25 year plan, but big moves are 

already undrway in Downtown 

Big Moves 



The Bentway 
a 1.75 kilometre green connection that will transform  
The underside of the Gardiner Expressway 



King Street Transit Priority 
reconfiguring Toronto’s busiest surface transit route  



Rail Deck Park 
building a new 21-acre park in the heart of  
Downtown by decking over the rail corridor 



Rail Deck Park 



Rail Deck Park 


